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Dead ducks in c'3n?+-: ..,uerzble numbers at the head of Ch3sa2eake 3ay, partic- 

ularly near SpesSie Island, Maryland, ca.useci much speculation ilurtng Desenber 

and January as to the csuse, and. resulted in an investigation by the Xological 

Survey of the United States Department of Agfcultare. The fhsor;r first s.d- 

vancad 1~s~s that con:t~ssio;ls from kaavy artillery in the vFci.::it:- of the Aberdeen 

Proviq Grounds more kiI.l,i:?.g the bi-ds, but fro3 the investi@tion it is found 

that all tl?e dead da&s exazii-ied had entei; pllos~hcrun and died fron poisoning. 

The phosy;horgs :11~s obtained by the duc!:s T::hile feeding in a wild-celery 

bed of s~-.:alL area9 where szoke projectiles or grenades containing that chemical 

hsd been dropped during experimc; 1-K firings from the Aberdeen Proving Grounds.. 

Tne nmber of ducks reported killed in this way y.:as somwhat exaggerated, as is 

usual in such disastsrs, but it probably totaled at leaet 500 birds in the 

recent poisoring3 end nay he.ve considerably exceeded that number. 

Then the results of the investigation v?ere reported to tl3e Tar Department 

the officials pro::qXy ,zdopted measures to prevent a recurrence of the trouble 

in accordmce with the recommendations of the investigator. At the time the 

firiqs lvere cOlidwAed it was ~103 realized that destruction of -Mild birds 

might result, but no;v that ths danger is knavn officials of the Provirq Ground 

have arr&nged to modify their operations so as to cause no further mortality 
among T;atei-fowl, 

so fzr as possible devizes will 3e employed to frighten the birds from the 
wild -celery beds, ;?lhers particles of phosphortls may stiil remain undissipated, 
and officials hKi*Je ag'sed to l.imi+ the firing of oirnilar projectiles to deeper 
water or Land 91-c.a~. Po;siSly so9e further deaths nay result from 
the limited ared where the brojectsles were dropped, bl~-t it is hope ii 

oisoning in 
that the 

poison will be i'ull 
again, undisturbod i 

dissipated before the bird s are permitted to resort there 
y the frightening devices. 
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